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LA.21  F0H3IGIF  DEVELOPMENTS 
UC-AI2A;    Recent  reports  place  the  area  planted  to  cotton  in  1942 
at  883,^00  acres  and  the  production  at  105,000  bales  (478-pound  equiva- 
lents).   These  figures  are  below  those  of  earlier  reports,  and  consider- 
ably belo-v/  the  figures  of  1,287,000  acres  and  234,000  bales  for  the  year 
before .  -  • 


FPEI-7CH  MCP.CCC0:    Present  prospects  point  to  an  excellent  year  for 
livestock  raisers.    5.ecer.t  heavy  rains  were  not  followed  by  severe  cold, 
and  vegetation  is  reported  as  abundant,  although  too  new  to  furnish  maxi- 
mum feed  value.    On  the  Mediterranean  slope  the  only  stock  reported  in 
good  condition  are  those  fed  supplementary  rations  from  reserve  feed 
stocks  during  the  winter.    The  condition  of  other  livestock  except  sheep 
is  only  mediocre.     Sheep  apparently  cane  through  the  winter  in  good  con- 
dition, and  lambing  took  place  under  excellent  conditions  with  the  birth 
rate  unusually  high.    Latest  Moroccan  livestock  numbers  were  published 
in  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  March  1,  1943,  page  232. 
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,  G  R  A  J  IT  S 

ARGFITTIITA'S  ZSTIMATS  OF  PLAITT3D 
CORN  ACRSAG1  S3TISS33  SLIGHTLY  .   .  . 

The  second  estimate  of  the  acreage  planted  to  com  in  Argentina 
for  harvest  in  March-June  1943,  is  placed  at  10,008,000  acres,  according 
to  a  cable  received  in  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.  At 
this  level  the  planted  acreage  is  slightly  "below  the  first  estimate  of 
10,131,000  acres,  aid  it  confirms  the  reported  reduction  of  about  18  per- 
cent as  compared  with  the  acreage  planted  last  year.     This  year's  area  is 
the  smallest  reported  since  1924-25. 

The  acreage  harvested  is  expected  to  "be  reduced  considerably  below 
that  planted,  since  heavier  than  average  abandonment  is  expected  to  occur 
as  a.  result  of  the  severe  drought,  combined  with:*high  temperatures.  Gen- 
eral heavy  rains  were  reported  during  the  first  week  of  March  and  were  the 
first  rea.1  relief  from  the  long  drought.     The  rains  were,  however,  "be- 
lieved to  be  too  late  to  benefit  the  bulk  of  the  com  crop,  and  only  late 
districts  are  expected  to  "be  improved.     The  first  official  estimate  of 
the  crop  will  be  issued  in  early  April.     Trade  forecasts  continue  to  range 
from  around  80  to  100  million  "bushels. 

The  revised  official. estimate  of  the  surplus  of  corn  in  the  country 
on  February  20,  1943,  was  reported  at  about  75  million  bushels,  compared 
with  the  estimate  of  363  million  bushels  at  the  end  of  October  1942.  While 
it  is  feared  that  the  supply  available  for  the  coming  season  may  not  be 
large  enough  to  cover  increased  domestic  needs  for  fuel  and-  feed,  it  is 
indicated  that  some  trade  sources  feel  that  the  new  officially  estimated 
surplus  is  too  low.    Many  farmers  are  reported  to  be  holding  back  their 
grain  in  the  expectation  of  higher  prices  resulting  from  the  poor  crop 
outlook. 


HUNGARY  OFFERS  PR2MITJM  FOR 
I1TCR3AS3D  GRAIiT  CULTIVATION  .   .  . 

According  to  a  decree  of  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Hungarian 
farmers  will  receive  a  premium  of  10  pengos  per  cadastral  yoke  ($1.39  per 
acre)  for  increased  acreage  of  bread  grains  this  season.    'The  decree, 
intended  to  extend  bread-grain  acreage,  was  effective  September  15,  1942, 
so  that  it  applied  to  fall  seeolings.    Another  measure  provides  premiums 
for  deep  ploughing  and  for  planting  certain  varieties  of  clover  on  areas 
of  shifting  sand.     The  increase  in  the  cultivation  of  these  fodder  plants 
is  particularly  desirable  to  maintain  adequate  supplies  of  feed  for 
livestock. 
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VEGETABLE    OILS    AND    0  IISIEBS 

ARGENTINE  SUNFLOWER- SEED  PRODUCERS 
RECEIVE  ADDITIONAL  PAYMENTS  .   .  . 

Argentine  producers  of  sunflower  seed  are  to  receive  an  additional 
10,000,000  pesos  (about  $3,000,000)  for  their  1942  crop,  according  to  a 
statement  released  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  on  February  17,  1943. 
This  payment  represents  an  increase  of  2  pesos  per  quintal  ($0.27  per  100 
pounds)  over  the  guaranteed  price  originally  provided  for  in  the  decree 
of  March  26,  1942.    At  that  time  the  Government  agreed  to  purchase  the 
1942  harvest  on  a  provisional  price  basis  of  8  pesos  per  quintal  ($1.08 
per  100  pounds)  delivered  in  Buenos  Aires  and  to  make  an  additional  pay- 
ment later  out  of  any  profits  that  might  be  realized  by  its  subsequent 
sale  of  the  seed. 

Under  that  arrangement,  the  Government  functioned  as  the  sales 
agent  of  producers  and  marketed  the  crop  gradually  so  that  the  best  prices 
would  be  obtained.     The  Minister  pointed  out  that  the  system  met  with 
great  success  in  spite  of  the  large  crop,  since  virtually  the  entire  out- 
put had  been  sold  at  remunerative  prices.     This  would  not  have  been  the 
case  if  the  free  marketing  of  seed  had  prevailed,  the  Minister  said. 

The  exportable  surplus  on  February  18,  1943,  was  estimated  at 
211,000,000  pounds.     Trade  sources,  however,  regard  this  figure  as  too 
small  and  estimate  that  stocks  may  be  as  large  as  550,000,000  pounds.  It 
is  possible  that  the  1942  production  figures  will  be  revised  upward  since 
the  Minister  of  Agriculture  referred  to  the  outturn  as  1,764,000,000 
pounds,  an  increase  of  24  percent  over  the  latest  estimate  released  in 
1942.     Recent  information  indicates  that  drought  damage  is  not  so  severe 
as  reported  earlier  in  the  season,  when  the  1943  crop  was  unofficially 
estimated  at  only  551,000,000  pounds. 

ARGENTINA:     Supply  and  distribution  of  sunflower  seed, 
 April  1,  1942,  to  February  18,  1943  


Item  :  Amount 


{  Million  pounds 

Carry-over  April  1,  1942   '>  0 

Production  (1942  harvest)   :  1 , 422 

Total  supply  ;  ;  1,422 

Seed  requirements  :  11 

Domestic  consumption   •••    672 

Exports  of  seed  April  1,  1942,  to.February  1,  1943..:  56 

Exports  of  oil  in  terms  of  seed  :  472 

Estimated  exportable  surplus  February  18,  1943   :   211 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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HAITIAN  SISAL 
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Exports  of  sisal  from  Haiti  during  the  last  quarter  of  1342 
;,505  long  tens,  compared  with  2,511  tons  during  the  same  3  months 
1941.    Exports  for  the  calendar  year  1942  were  13., 513  tons  compare c 
10,832  tons  for  1941.     The  calendar  ye 


were 

■01 


li£,"ures  snow 


5-perc? 


crease  over  the  preceding  year,  notwithstanding  a 


(auction  in  e: 


in  December.     In  spite  of  a  dry  spell 


this  season 


iced 


orts 
o- 

k  up 


duct ion  somewhat  in  the  St.  Marc  area,  exports  are  expected  to  pic 
as  soon  as  shipping  space  is  again  available.     The  trend  of  exports, 
however,  appears  not  to  he  rising  at  the  same  high  rate  as  in  the  past 
several  years. 

Sisal  is  a  yoar-around  crop  in  Haiti.     Production  varies  little 
from  month,  to  month  throughout  the  pear.    The  crop  is  normally  exported 
as  fast  as  it  comes  to  market,   since  there  is  storage  space  for  only 
2  or  3  months'  harvest.    Almost  the  entire ' crop  is  exported,  and  export 
data  are  practically  synonymous  with  production  data. 


The  last  quart; 


Df  1942  is  the  beginning  of  the  Haitian  crop 
year.     Since  this  period  shows  an  increase  in  exports  over  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  the  previous  year,  predictions  of  the  largest  output 
in  Haitian  sisal  history  are  apparently  beginning  to  bo  realized  for 
the  1942-43  crop.    An  increasing  amount  of  sisal  should  be  corning  to 
market  this  year  from  plantings  begun  on  an  increased  scale  about  1940. 
Larger  areas  each  year  are  being  planted  to  sisal,  and  between  2,000 
and  3,000  acres  now  cleared  will  be  planted  when  the  spring  rains  come, 
probably  in  March  or  April. 


HAITI:    Exports  of  sisal  by 
October-Decem 


iscal  years,  1930  to  1241,  and 
3er,  1941  and  1942 


lear  beginning 
October  1 


Exit  or  t  s 


Lone;  tons 


1930 
1331 
1932 
1333 
1934 
1935 
1336 
1337 


Year  beginning 
Or.tober  1 


•t! 


Long  tons 


353 

7,374 

2,745 

7,747 

3 , 678 

10 , 527 

5,3  45 

11,424 

4,302 

*  • 

5,575 

:  Oct obsr-De  cember  -  : 

5,038 

•        lS4;rl    *  •  0  • 

3,511 

7,103 

2,505 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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The  United  States  is  the  principal  market  for  Haitian  sisal.  Less 
than  5  percent  of  the  exports  since  1937  went  to  other  countries.  Small 
amounts  of  this  have  "been  going  to  Canada  and  some  went  to  Germany  each 
year  until  the  outbreak  of  war.    Argentina  and  the  Dominican  Republic 
have  each  received  some  sisal  within  the  past  crop  year. 


RUMANIA  INCREASES  FISER 
PRODUCTION  ... 

Rumania  is  hoping  to  increase  fiber  production  considerably  in 
1943.    A  recent  report  states  desirable  acreage  goals  to  be  approximately 
740,000  acres  for  cotton,  370,000    for  hemp,  and  250,000  for  flax.  Produc- 
tion of  these  quantities  would  cover  domestic  requirements  with  a  surplus 
for  export  to  Germany.    Such  goals  would,  however,  be  very  difficult,  to 
attain,  since  1942  areas  devoted  to  these  crops  were  probably  no  more  than 
74,000  acres  in  cotton,  70,000  or  80,000  in  hemp,  and  between  50,000  and 
100,000  in  flax,  and  this  was  approximately  30  percent  greater  than  the 
1941  acreages,  the  hemp  area  being  almost  doubled.    Plans  are  going  for- 
ward for  the  erection  of  15  hemp  factories  in  Rumania  this  year  in  order 
to  care  for  the  larger  crop  that  is  expected. 

The  1942  hemp  and  flax  crops  were  cultivated  chiefly  for  fiber, 
of  which  approximately  100,000,000  pounds  were  produced.'   The  flax  fiber, 
however,  did  not  give  as  satisfactory  yields  as  the  seed.    Early  this 
year  the  Government  requisitioned  all  seed  supplies  of  hemp  and  flax  and 
is  making  every  effort  to  encourage  plantings  to  reach  the  high  goals  set 
for  1943. 


STATISTICS  ON  FLAX  PRODUCTION 
IN  FRENCH  MOROCCO  .  .  . 

FRENCH  MOROCCO:     Flax  acreage  and  production,  1939  to  1942 


Tear 

|  Acreage 

• 

Production 

:  Acres 

• 

1,000  pounds 

» 

31,967 

33,863 

:  55,225 

:  66,777 

Compiled  from  consular  report. 


******* 


CONFIDENTIAL 
March  15,  1943 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


NOT  FOR  PUBLICATION 
259 


TOBACCO 

TOBACCO  ACREAGE  IN  ONTARIO 
UNRESTRICTED  ... 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Ontario  Flue -Cured  Tobacco  Marketing 
Association  of  Canada  recently  announced  that  no  restriction  would  he 
placed  on  the  acreage  that  grower-members  could  plant  to  flue-cured  to- 
bacco in  1943.     This  action  has  "been  taken  to  enable  growers  with  large 
families  to  plant  more  tobacco  and  thus  comoensate  for  decreases  that  may 
occur  on  farms  dependent  on  hired  labor.     It  has  been  estimated  by  the 
Dominion  Agricultural  Supplies  Board  that  80  million  pounds  of  flae-cured 
tobacco  should  be  produced  in  1943  to  meet  prospective  increased  demands. 
In  view  of  the  shortages  of  labor  and  fertilizers,  however,  it  is 
believed  that  there  will  be  difficulty  in  realizing  the  production  goal. 


PARAGUAYAN  GOVERNMENT  ENCOURAGES 
PRODUCTION  OP  BRIGHT  TOBACCO  .   .  . 

A  recent  decree  of  the  Paraguayan  Government  guarantees  prices 
for  the  1943  crop  of  bright  tobacco  considerably  above  those  paid  for 
the  1942  crop.     The  action  has  been  taken  to  encourage  increased  produc- 
tion, which,  according  to  the  decree,  will  be  purchased  for  the  account 
of  the  Government  by  the  Agricultural  Bank.  - 

Guaranteed  higher  prices  averaging  about  12  percent  above  1942 
prices  were  established  to  further  encourage  the  production  of  bright 
leaf  in  place  of  other  crops,  including  dark  tobacco.     The  annual  pro- 
duction of  tobacco  in  Paraguay  during  the  pre-war  years  1935-1939,  prin- 
cipally cigar  leaf  and  other  dark  types,  averaged  about  18.3  million 
pounds,  and  exports  from  the  country,  chiefly  to  Europe,  amounted  to 
about  7.7  million  pounds  yearly  during  that  period.     T7ith  European  mar- 
kets closed,  the  shift  to  bright  types  has  been  undertaken  as  a  means 
of  maintaining  tobacco  production  and  exports.     Supplies  of  this  type  can 
be  marketed  in  Argentina  and  other  nearby  countries. 


COSTA  RICA  PLANS  INCREASED 
TOBACCO  PRODUCTION  .   .  > 

The  Costa  Paean  Government  and  commercial  agencies  of  the  country 
are  endeavoring  to  increase  the  domestic  production  of  tobacco  to  re- 
place imports,  which  are  becoming  increasinglv  difficult  because  of 
wartime  shipping  shortage.     The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  two 
tobacco-manufacturing  companies  are  encouraging  production  through  loans 
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to  growers,  the  supplying  of  free  equipment,,  and  advice,  on  the  cultivation 
and  processing  of  tobacco,  according  to  reports  received  in  the  Office  of 
Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.     It  is  reported,  however;  that  shortages 
in  shipping  space  for  the  importation  of  fertilizers  from  the  United 
-States  may  prevent  any  increase 'in  production. " 

Production  of  tobacco  in  Costa  Rica  "amounts  to  about  1.3  million 
pounds  annually  of  poor-quality  leaf.    During  recent  years,  exports  of 
tobacco  from  Costa  Rica,  have  been  practically  nil,  and  ""manufacturers 
have  been  dependent  on  imports  for -leaf  needed  in  the  production  of 
quality  tobacco  products. 


BULGARIAN  TOBACCO  PRODUCTION  MAINTAINED  .  .  . 

The  1942  crop  of  tobacco  in  Bulgaria  (including  the  annexed 
regions  of  Thrace  and  Macedonia)  amounted  to  approximately  141  million 
pounds  from  a  planted  acreage  considerably  greater  than  that  of  1941, 
according  to  unconfirmed  information  'recently  received  in  the  Office  of 
Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.    A  prolonged  drought  in  the.  sunnier  of 
1942  resulted  in  low  yields,  thus  preventing  a  material  increase  in  pro- 
duction.   In  1941,  production  in  Bulgaria  and  annexed  territories  totaled 
about  139  million  pounds,  from  an  area  of  199,311  acres. 

Bulgaria  has  become  the  chief  foreign  supplier  of  tobacco  for 
German,  civilian  and  military  consumption.     In  1941  about  70  nillion 
pounds  were  exported  t  o  Germany,  and  apparently  exports  were  also  heavy 
in  1942. 

BULGARIA:    Area  and  production  of  tobacco,  1935-1942  . 


Year  Qf 

harvest 

:  Area 

Production 

Year  of 
harvest  ' 

•  * 

Area        :  Production 

t  t 
*  • 

!      Acres  ! 

1,000  pounds. 

i        Acres      !  1,000  pounds 

:  84,864 
:  105,285 
:  95,043 
:      95,664  : 

62,058 
93,057 
.77,995  ~ 
57,033  : 

1939  .... 

1940   

1941  a/.. 

1942  a/..' 

105,697     :  89,072 
130,251     :  110,230 
199,311    :   .  138,890 
b/         :  141,094 

1937  .... 

Annu^ ire  ! 

v:  >ti'que  du  Roya.ume  de  Bulgarie,  reports  of  the  Bulgarian 

Pore"5 
In. 


?mir. i s  t  r  at i on ,  and  recent  German-controlled  news  releases. 
"^6.  territories. 


Reported  only  as  considerably  higher  than  1941. 
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CAKADM  COMMERCIAL  EOS  SLAUGHTER 

JAILS  TO  REFLECT  INCREASED  NUMBERS  „  .  . 

Despite  the  fact  that  hog  numbers  in  Canada  in'  1942  were  the  largest 
on  record,  inspected  slaughterings  for  the  year;  were  slightly  smaller  than 
in  1941.    She  outstanding  feature  of  the  hog-mar] re ting  situation  last  year 
was  the  relatively  small  inspected  slaughterings  and  the  greatly  increased 
slaughterings  by  farmers  and  local  butchers,  according  to  information  re- 
ceived by  the  Of:;ice  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.    In  the  last  half 
of  1942,  for  example,  it  is  estimated  that  20,000  to  25,0Q0  head  weekly 
were  diverted  from  inspected  slaughterings  in  order  to  avoid  price  ceil- 
ing limitations  and  the  restrictions  on  domestic  sales  by  packers.  Move- 
ment to, -market  should  be  heavier  in  the  first  half  of  1943  unless  farm 
and  local  slaughterings  have  taken  more  than  currently  estimated. 

The  number  of  hogs  on  hand  as  of  December  1,  1942,  is  estimated 
at  7,700,000,  an  increase  of  13  percent  above  1941.    The  western  Provinces 
accounted,  for  4,418,000,  or  57  percent  of  the  total.    The  number  in  the 
western' Provinces  is- over  twice  as  large  as  before  the  war.    The  number  of 
sows  bred  to  farrow  during  the  6  months,  December-May  (194.2-43),  is  20.5 
percent' more  than1  for  1941-42.    This  would  mean  a  spring  pig  crop  of  about 
•6.8  million. 

CANADA:     Hogs  on  f aims,  1931-1942 


June  1  : 

December  1 

Year 

Eastern  i 
Provinces: 

Western  ! 
Provinces' 

Total  \ 

Eastern  : 
Provinces 

Western 
[Provinces 

!  Totsl 

Thousands' 

Thousands 

■Thousands  i 

[Thousands 

[-Thousands 

,  Thousands 

1931 

.  2,274 

2,443 

4,717 

2,163 

:    2,101  . 

:  4,264 

1931 

a/  .... 

.  2,257 

2,443 

.  4,700 

2,163 

•  2,101 

.  4,254 

1932 

2, 233 

2,406 

4,639 

2,023 

:  2,102, 

•  4,115 

1933 

1,389 

1,912 

!  3,801 

1,776 

:  1,812 

:  3,538 

1934 

:  1,873 

1,731 

3,654 

1,885 

:  1,764 

;  3,649 

1935 

«••«*•* 

•  1,994 

1,555 

.  3,549 

2,279 

:  1,672 

:  3,951 

1936 

:  2,280 

1,865 

:  4,145  ' 

2,590 

;  1,832 

4  402 

1937 

• 

.  2,451 

1,512 

3,963 

2,391 

•  1,239 

3,' 630 

1938 

•  ••«•»* 

:  2,245 

. '  1,242 

3,437  : 

2,260 

•  1,309 

.  3,569 

1939 

•  •••••• 

:  2,470 

:  1,324 

4,294  • 

2,737 

:  2,033 

:  4,770 

1940 

•  •••••« 

:  3,138 

:  2,744 

1  5,382 

3,296 

:     2,821  • 

:  6,117 

1941 

:  2,913 

3,031 

.  5,994 

3,112 

3 , 273 . 

6,385 

1941 

«/"■'■'■'• 

.  2,900 

:  3,233 

6,133 

3,091 

•  3,436 

6,527 

1942 

2,924 

!  4,209 

7,133 

(3,300) 

4,418 

(7,700) 

Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Livestock  Survey,  released  March  10,  1942, 
October  3,  1942,  and  preliminary  figures  of  February  24-26,  1943. 
a/  Revised  after  decennial  census. 
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Canada's  hog  output  in  1943  may  be  expected  to  be  about  12  million 
head.     This  includes  the  sum  of  slaughterings  and  the . inventory  increase 
plus  any  exports.     It  is  believed  that  inspected  slaughterings  alone  may  be 
no  more  than  7.5  to  8  million  head.     In  other,  words,  a  large  part  of  the 
1943  output  will  not  pass  through  commercial  channels  until  after  1943f  In 
1942  the  output  of  hogs  was  approximately  10  million.    Slaughterings  are 
estimated  at  8.7  million  hogs,  6.2  million  inspected,  and  the  remainder 
slaughtered  on  farms  and  by  local  butchers. 


CANADA:    Hog  output,  1935-1943 


Year 

,  On  farms 

:      Slaughterings  , 

Added  to  : 

Total 
output 

ending 
December  1  , 

June  1 
a/ 

Exports 

:               :    Other  , 
.Inspected.  -^j 

number  on: 
farms  : 

Thousands 

;  Thousands : Thousands : Thousands . 

Thousands : 

Thousands 

1935   

3,649  i 

14.6 

i  2,832.1  :  1,724.0  : 

302  : 

4,672.7 

1936   : 

3,951 

!  67.5 

:  3,424.5  :  1,646.5 

i         471  : 

5,609.5 

1937   : 

4,422 

:  96.6 

:  3,837.5  ;  1,715.8  , 

-742  : 

4,907.9 

1938   i 

3,680  | 

5.6 

:  3,244.8  :  1,770.0 

;       -111  : 

4,909.4 

1939   

t      3 , 569 

!  5.8 

:  3,499.9  :  1,798.1  ; 

1,201  : 

6,504.8 

1940   

:  4,770 

:  7.5 

;  5,198.7  :  1,585.7 

:      1,347  : 

8,138.9 

1941   

!      6,117  | 

37.2 

:  6,248.5  :  1,754.5 

268  : 

8,308.2 

1942   ;       6,385  , 

5.6 

:  6,201.9  ;(2,500) 

c/ (1,200) : 

(9,950) 

1943   

.  (7,700), 

•  9 

• 

Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics. 

a/  Figures  prior  to  1941  subject  to  revision  on  basis  of  1941  census. 
"bj  Total  slaughter  less  inspected  slaughter;  for  years  ending  December  1. 
cj  Includes  upward  revision  in  hog  numbers  indicated  in  Western  Canada 
by  1941  census.  •  : 


As  a  result  of  the  "black  market"  operations  it  is  believed  that 
the  1942-43  bacon  contract  with  the  United  Kingdom  will  be  filled  with 
difficulty.     This  contract  is  for  675  million  pounds  for  the  period 
November-October,  1942-43.    .Last  year's  contract  was  not  completely  fil- 
led until  November  14.     During  the  first  13  weeks  of  the  present  contract, 
through  February  13,  only  160  million  pounds  of  pork  had  been  obtained  by 
the  Bacon  Board. 

The  Board  is  considering  taking  the  following  steps  in  order  to 
insure  the  fulfillment  of  the  British  contract:     (1)     The  indefinite  ex-  • 
tension,  of  the  order  limiting  deliveries  of  hogs  to  the  domestic  trade  by 
exporting  plants  and  the  changing  of.  the  percentage  to  50  instead  of  75 
percent  of  their  average  weekly  deliveries  in  .1940;  (2)  the  broadening 
of  the  order  to  include  all  plants  and  butchers  in  towns  over  5,000  popu- 
lation;  (3)     the  extension  of  the  order  to  include  sows;  and  (4)  the 
institution  of  consumer  rationing.' 

At  present,  hogs  that  would  normally  become  available  to  exporting 
packers  are  being  killed  by  farmers  or  local  butchers  for  the  domestic  trade 
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as  price  ceilings  in  such  outlets  are  often  higher  and  the  enforcement  of 
the  ceiling  is' more  difficult.    Marketing  of  sows  has  b.3en  excessive,  es- 
pecially in  eastern  Canada.     In  1943  sows  represented  4.3  percent  of  hog 
marketings  as  compared  with  3.5  percent  normally.    High  prices  are  being 
paid  for  sows  as  they  are  exempt  from  the  order  forbidding  packers  from 
selling  for  domestic  consumption  more  than  50  percent  of  their  domestic 
sales . 

Can  d.ian  exports  of  pork,  fresh  and  cured,  have  increased  materially 
since  1939.    Exports  in  1942  totaled  538  million  pounds,  an  increase  of 
12  percent  above  1939.    3acon  and  ham  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  con- 
stituted the  greater  share.    Exports  to  Wewf oundland  and  the  British  West 
Indies  have  also  increased,  but  the  total  quantity  is  relatively  small. 

Ca1-:ADA:    Exports  of  pork  by  destination,  1939-1942 


Classif ication  and  destination 
 • 

1939 

\  1940 

!  1941 

:  1942 

1,000 

:  1,000 

•     i  nnn 

.        i  ,  U'JU 

1  ODD 

J-  i.  C5  pil  |     UIJ.-L lll^U  j     gLIIU.    1  X  C.J  ZtJXl    —  • 

pounds 

:  pounds 

'          Tir*. ITTl  C! 
*           \J\J  '.XL.1..LO 

434.5 

:  131.1 

3,330.4:  3,183.7 

.  10,-;21.6 

Newfound] and  : 

154.4:  138.2 

:  568.5 

Bermuda  and  British  West  Indies: 

55.2 

{  .30.9 

:  47.1 

■  4 

Other  •  : 

OO.  < 

:  33.4 

:  53.2 

a/ 

Total  . . .                                .  .: 

3,051.2 

:     3 , 48 6 . 3 

,  10,890.4 

:  1,439.0 

Bacon  and  haras  - 

186,473.0 

344.147.1 

.460,300.2 

:  a/ 

United  States   : 

551 . 5 

:  382.2 

1,042.6 

.  d 

369.2 

:  307.0 

1,401.9 

hi. 

373.3 

:  563.2 

1,217.4 

a/ 

Other   : 

58.1 

5  104.7 

151.9 

..a/ 

Total   ..: 

187,835.1 

345,504.2 

464,514.0 

528,132.5 

41.3 

!.  11.7 

59.7 

..    ...  a/  V 

Pickled  -  : 

United  Kingdom   : 

20.0 

3.8' 

.4 

a/ 

.1 

.  <j ' 

51.2. 

518.4 

710.1 

890.2 

British  West  Indies   : 

3,047.7 

3,947.8: 

5,276.5: 

i  i 

'  495.8 

545.1: 

743.4. 

T,  08 2.0. 

,  .4. 307.0: 

 6.951.7; 

8 , 38  o • 2 

Total  pork  exports   •  : 

19$,  009.5- 

353,5  09.2. 

482,525.8: 

538,017.7 

Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics.  a7~  Hot  available. 


Imports  of  pork  products  have  fallen  to  956,000  pounds  from 
37,155,000  pounds  in  1940.     The  bulk  of  the  imports  were  in  the  form  of 
fresh  or  frozen  pork  from  the  United  States. 
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On  account  of  the  large  proportion  of  uninspected  slaughterings, 
it  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  domestic  consumption  of  pork  in  1942. 
It  was  probably  higher  than  in  1941  despite  the  more  severe  restrictions 
on  domestic  sales  of  pork  by  packers.     Domestic  consumption  was  probably 
around  650  million  pounds,  or  56  pounds  per  capita. 


URUGUAY  IMPORTS  HOGS  FROM  ARGENTINA  .   .  . 

Owing  to  a  scarcity  of  hogs  in  Uruguay,  the  freezing  companies, 
i.e.  Anglo  del  Uruguay,  Artigas  S.  A.,  .and  Swift  of  Montevideo,  have  re- 
quested authority  to  import  hogs  from  Argentina.     A  Decree  authorizing  the 
importation  of  4,000  hogs  was  signed  January  20,  1943,  and  published  in 
the  Diario  Official  of  February  2.     Imports  were  to  he  made  during  the  first  I 
3- months  of  the  year,  .and  the  usual  sanitary  requirements  were  to  he  ful- 
filled.    The  authority  to  import  was  to  terminate  automatically  when  Uruguayan 
market  quotations  for  hogs  fell  "below  28  centesimos  per  kilo  on  the  hoof. 

The  .number  of  hogs  in  Uruguay  was  only  346,000,  according  to  the 
1937  census,  compared  with  25,000,000  in  Brazil  and  4,000,000  in  Argentina. 
Approximately  100,000  are  slaughtered  annually  in  commercial  establishments. 
In.  1941  the  number  slaughtered  was  Large,  totaling  132,000  head,  an  in- 
crease of  17  percent  above  1940.     Slaughter  at  freezing  companies,  includ- 
ing the  national  freezing  company  at  Montevideo,   totaled  only  74,000  head 
for  the  first  10  months  of  1942,  a  decrease  of  27  percent  below  1941.  Tnis 


represents  about  97  percent  of  total  commercial  slaughter  of  hogs. 


SHEEP  RAISERS  IN  RUMANIA  FORCED 

TO  DELIVER  WOOL  TO  GOVERNMENT " .   .  . 

Sheep  breeding'  and  wool,  production  in  Rumania  has  been  reduced  as 
a.  result  of  the  war',  and  the  authorities  are  having  difficulty  in  forc- 
ing sheep  raisers  to  deliver  their  wool  to  the  Government.     Severe  meas- 
ures have  recently  been  announced  by  the  Government  in  order  to  overcome 
this  reluctance.  ' 

The  National  Economy  Ministry  published  a  decree  on  December  23, 
1942,  extending  the  time  for  delivery  of  wool  to  the  Government  up  to 
January  15,  1943.     Those  who  had  not  delivered  their  wool  prior  to 
August  31,  1942,  as  stipulated  in  a  former  Decree,  No.  304,  were  not  to 
be  fined  provided  they  delivered  before  January  15.    After  that  date, 
however,  the  new  decree  provided  that  violators  would  be  confined  to 
forced  labor  camps  and  that  their  wool  stocks  would  be  confiscated  by  the 
Government. 

******* 
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GMEHAL    AND  MISCELLANEOUS 

AUSTRALIAN  HOP  PRODUCTION 
REPORTED  AS  AVERAGE  ... 

The  production  of  hops  in  Australia  in  1941-42  was  estimated  to  "be 
about  2,270,000  pounds,  according  to  information  received  in  the  Office 
of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.    This  is  said  to  "be  an  average  crop, 
and  a"bout  the  same  amount  is  forecast  for  the  harvest  beginning  in  March 
1943. 

Hop  production  increased  from  1933-34,  when  the  outturn  was  placed 
at  1,953,000  pounds,  to  the  record  crop  of  1940-41,  reported  at  3,227,000 
pounds.     The  record  crop  followed  the  small  harvest  of  the  preceding  year 
when,  as  a  result  of  a  drought  the  crop  was  reduced  to  1,992,000  pounds, 
and-  imports  reached  a  new  high  to  make  up  the  deficit. 

AUSTRALIA:    Hop  production,  trade,  and  consumption  in  breweries, 


1933-34  to  1941-42 


Crop  year 

:  Production 

Exports 

Imports 

!  Reported 
:  brewery 
consumption 

:  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

.1,000 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

1933-34   

:  1,953 

V;'  185 

6 

1,713 

1934-35  

:  2,065 

c; 

99 

:  1,838 

1935-36   

2,403 

3 

88 

1,974 

1936-37   

i  2,376 

2 

.  110 

2,108 

1937-38   

2,277  : 

33 

99 

2,363 

1938-39   

'2,402 

i  a/ 

172 

:  2,351 

1939-40   .... 

:  1,992 

a/ 

1,143 

2,471 

1940-41   

3 , 227 

2 

841    .  • 

? 

1941-42 

b/  2,270 

6 

47 

American  Legation,  Canberra,, 
a/  Less  than  500  pounds, 
b/  Unofficial  estimate. 


The  crop  is  grown  principally  in  Tasmania,  where  from  35  to  95 
percent  of  the  total  production  is  narvested,  mainly  in  the  irrigated 
areas  of  the  Derwent  Valley.     The  bulk  of  the  remainder  is  produced  in 
Victoria,  though  there  is  also  a  small  amount  reported  in  Western 
Australia.. 

Consumption  of  hops  by  the  brewing  industry  in  Australia,  increased 
progressively  from  1,713,000  pounds  in  1933-34  to  2,622,000  pounds  in 
1940-41.     Eollowing  the  short  crop  of  1939-40,  1,143,000  pounds  were 
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imported.     Of  that  amount  957,000  pounds  were  fre  the  United  States, 
103,000  from  the  United  Kingdom,  and  78,000  from  New  Zealand.  Until 
1939-40  New  Zealand  had  "been  the  principal  source  ;of  imports    hut  in 
that  and  the  following  year,  "by  far  the  greater  part  came  fron  the 
United  States. 

Imported  hops  are  subject  to  a  duty  of  6  pence  per  pound  (about 
8  cents  in  United  States  currency)  under  the  British  Preferential  Tar- 
iff and  1  shilling  per  pound  (about  16  cents)  under  the  General  Tariff. 
Imports  from  the  United  States  are  subject  to  the  General  Tariff. 

The  labor  problem  is  becoming  increasingly  acute,  as  the  peak 
demand  at  harvest  time  has  been  largely  dependent  upon  migrant  workers 
who  may  no  longer  be  available.     While  the  labor  situation  cannot  be  fore- 
cast accurately  for  next  year,  it  is  feared  that  the  manpower  shortage 
may  handicap  the  harvest  in  Tasmania.     It  is  expected,  however,  that  the 
transportation  problem  may  be  even  more  difficult  than  the  labor  shortage, 
since  much  of  the  Tasmanian  crop  must  be  transported  by  ocean  steamers 
from  Hobart  to  the  mainland  markets. 


;  Government  regulations  now  in  force,  restrict  both  manufacture  and 
wholesale  marketing  of  beer  to  two-thirds  of  the  amount  involved  in  the 
corresponding  month  of  1941.     Reports  indicate  that  hop  production  is  not 
expected  to  be  seriously  curtailed  on  this  account  unless  restrictions 
continue  in  force  for  a  number  of  years.     Import  requirements  seem  more 
likely  to  be  affected  by  the  reduction  in  beer  manufacture. 


AUSTRALIA: 


Consumption  of  hops  in  breweries    .by  States, 
1935-36  to"  1940-41 


State 

-  1935-36, 

1936-37 

1937-38 

:  1938-39: 

'  1939  -40 

:  1940-41 

New  South  Wales  . . 

Queensland  , 

South  Australia-  ,  , 
Western  Australia. 

1,000 
pounds 

:  693 
:  729 
172 
\  165 
I  177 
38 

:  1,000 
pounds 

;  759 
747 
198 

;  174 
188. 
42 

:  1,000 
pounds 

887 
854 

:  194 

•  a/ 

190. 
:      a/  . 

,1,000  : 
rounds 

£32 
847 
!  209 
:  214. 
a/  . 
a/  : 

1 , 000 
pounds  . 

9  63 
843 
218 
a/  . 
193 

a/ 

.     1 , 000 

pounds 

963 
969 
'  229 
a/ 

193 

a/ 

Total   

1,974 

2,108, 

hj  2,363 

b/  2,351, 

b/  2,4711 

b/  2,622 

American  Legation,  Canberra. - 
a/  Not -reported  separately. 


b/  Includes  data  for  States  not  reported  separately. 
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^  —   —  "  "  ^  ..J  . 

-■FOREIGN  EXCHANGE  .  ,   t  '  .  ^4 

•  -  V.  !  ■'•  " 

SXC/IA-3IGE  RATES ',    Average  value  in  New  %or\:  at  specified  currencies , 
 j  week  ended  Larch  5,  1:943,  i;rith  conpari  sons  a/ 

\  Kcnetary  '  Year  4  _^^Q^~~~  ,  I  _^jilIZZ 

Country   tj      unit  v    I  lg42   ;  1941  ?  1942   f  1945  j  1945 

_T  j        /  j  "    "   ;  Feb,   '•  Feb,  1'  Jan.  '  Feb.   't  Feb  .20  «Feb  .2  7  «rt;r  .  o 

t  *  Cents'  Gents'  Cents?  Cents  5  Cents'-  Cents  J  Sent  Is  ij  Cera  - 

Argentina  j0)f>a.per  peso'  W?Tf\  29.77'  2X7?  j  29,77'  29.77*  2977*7 i  W7Tj\  Wffi 

'  i        •       I         f x      -i       '  I        ''         )         1     '  1 

Australia  ^ Found  , , M j32 1,50 1 52 1.11 '521 , 50 \ 52 1,50 5  321,50} 522 .80 '322 ,80? 522  ,80 

3  f  '  j  .  ?  f  s  !  »  | 

Brazil  d/t , . } Cruzeiro  , »     5,14?     5.06}     5f  14f     5.13;     5,15 1     5{15j     5 , 13  j  5.15 

British"7"       I  i  j  '?  j  $  ?  ?  1 

India  ...^Rupee  i  ,||  jj  50.12;  30,14*  50f12;  30.12  s  50, 12;  30,12  ;  30.12?  30.12 

!  \  I  I  I  s        •     ?       '     *  { 

Canada  e_/, jEq  liar  88.38?  83,69?  88?42  i  89.64:  90,04?  90.01;  9Q,05{  89,87 

'"I"-"  I  S  S       !     f  '  ?       '    '«  } 

I."ex;co  f/, . ,  ;Peso  ('»»»-•{  20,57?  20.52;  20.56:  20,57:  20,57;  20.57;  20. 57  j  20,57 

T.-  i        I        '     '    |        I        s  1 

New  Zealand,  J  Pound  • , . .  ,     2  2 , 78  1 3  2^ ,  3  6 :  o  2  2. .  7  8  ;  3 2  2  . 7  8 ;  5  2  5 . 30 ;  3 2  4 . 42 
South         '  :-  S  i  ?  ?  ?  ?  <j 

.  Africa  . . ,  f Round  . . * g J598 ,00 ;598 .00 ;398 ,Q0 j 398 ,pQ j 398 ,00? 338,00 
United  ?  ?  :  I  :  ;  ; 


King  ion  o  /j  Pound,  t 1 . »  'i 40o ,  50 : 402  . 97  ? 40o ,  50 ;  40o ,  50 :405 , 50  -.405 . 50 

v      .  I  .  »  {  »  ,  I 


324,42 j524«42 
| 

o98. 00*398. 00 
? 

40o.50f405,50 

i 
t 


Federal  R^gjpjFye  Board,   f  ■  ;T 

a /  >Toon  buj^ih';  rates  for  cable  transfers  , 

b".'/  Official,  regular  export's*     The  special  export  rate  of  23,70  cents,  reported 
beginning- 1  arch  27 }  194  j.,  applies  to  exchange  derived  from  certain  njinpr  exports 
(e.g.  dairy  products)  tp  certain  countries  (e»f,t  United  States),  such  excliange 
formerly  having  been  so|d  in  the  free  narxet ,     Quotations  npminal. 
c/  Free  prior  .to  February  2 ,  194-3.     Quotation  pf  free  rate  discontinued  after 
February  1,  1943,  '.'hen  regulations  Vrere  issued  by  the  British  Treasury  trans- 
forming all  free  sterling  balances  into  registered  sterling,  convertible  into 
dollars  at  the  official  rate.     Prior  tp  February  2,  1943,  most  transactions  be- 
tween these  poultries  and  the  United  States  took  place  at  the " official  buying 
and  selling  rates, 

dy7  Free,    Under  \e.\r  of  October  6,  1942,  the  cruzeiro  became  the  unit  of  qurrency, 
rer-laoin^  the'  nijreis.    The  cruzeiro  has  the  sane  value  as  thft' milreis.  Since 
April  10,  1^39 ?  pO  percent  of  the  exchange  derived  from  exports  must  be  turned 
over  at  the  'pffieial  buying  rate  of  .^.06  cents,  the  weighted  average  value  of  the 
milreig  being  5.42  cents  in  1942  ,  the  value  of  the  cruzeiro  5.41  cents  jLa  Febru- 
ary J 94,3,  knd  5.41  cents  in  the  week  ended  Larch  6,  1943,    Quotations  npminal. 
e/  Free,    m^st  transaqtioi-s  b etwe en ■•  Canada  and  the  United  States  take  place  at 
'the  official  buying  and  gelling  rates, 
£/  Pr^pr  tp  pctober  22,  1941^  quotations  nominal. 
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Late  foreign"  developments 


Fae^e 
25  k 


Corn.: 

ii.rea,  Areitfntina,  19^3  ...........  2^5 

Croo  orospects,  Argentina,  19^3.  255 
Supply,.  '  Argentina,  Oct.  31,,.l4U2, 

Fe>.  10,  ,'.  . .  .  255 

Cotton: 
^rea:'  ,[ 

,  Rumania,  13^2   258 

Uganda,  19hi('iqH2   25U 

Production,  Uganda,  19^1, 19U2..  25U 
^xchanffe  rates,  foreign t 

Mar.  6,  19H3   267. 

Fibers,  production  increases, 

Rimania,  19^    2*8 

Flax: 
Area: 

French  Morocco,  IQ.59-I9U2  ....  2S8 

Rumania,  19542  '.  .  258 

Production,  French  Morocco, 

19"*9-1°U2   258' 

Grains  (tread),  Government  .aid, 

Hungary,  Seat.  15,  19^2   255 

Hemp,  area,  Rumania,  I9U2   2? 8 

Ho«?s : 

•  Exports,,   Canada,  iq^~19>2    26? 

Import  authorization,  Uruguay, 

January- "torch.  '19>3  :.   26U 

Humber: 

Canada,   on  farms,   June  1  and 

Tec.   1,  1331-1?U2    261,262 

Uruguay,  1^37    2^ 

Output,   Canada,  19^5-19u2    262 

Slaughterings: 

Canada,  1^5-1^2    26l,262 

Uruguay,  19^1,  Jan. -Oct.  19H2.  26U 


Hops'*      ' .-'  ?aee 
Consumption,  Australia, 

iq^X-^U  to  I9U0-U1  -265, 2& 

^xoorts,  Australia,  • 

19^3-3U  to  1QU1-U2  ■.  .....  2^ 

Imports,   Australia,  ■ 

I937-3U  to  1QU1-U2  ......   265 

Production,  Australia, 

iq-^-^U  to  lohi_h2   2fy 

Livestock,  condition, 

French  .Morocco,  March  I9U3   2^4 

Pork:  r 

^coorts,  Canada,  19^-lQh2   263 

Imports,   Canada,  1QU0,1Q^2   26"? 

Sisal,  exports,  Haiti, 

October  l^^O  -  December  !Qh2  ...  257 
Sunflower  seed: 

Carry-over,  Argentina, 

Aor.  1,  19U2   ?oo" 

Consumption,  4r?entina,  loU?-Un.  2^6 
^i'xoorta'ble  surplus,  Argentina, 

Feb.  18,  10U3    2^6 

Txoorts  (and  oil),  Argentina, 

tor.  1,  19^2  -  Feh.  1,  lQUx  ..  2^ 
Production,  ir^entinaj  1°^2  ....  2m 
Seed,  reouirempnts,  Argentina, 

iqli3  .  256 

Tobacco: 
Area : 

Bulgaria,  l^-l-Hl   2&) 

Canada  (Ontario),  flue-cured, 

unrestricted,  19^-3    2^9 

G-o ve mnen  t  ai  d : 

Costa  Pica,  19^   • 

Paraguay,  19U3    ?*9 

Production : 

Bulgaria,  19"^-1°U?   ?6° 

Canada  (  flue- cured ) ,  19^-3   ^ 

Wool,  forced  delivery  to  Govern- 
ment, Rumania,  Jan.  IS,  19^3  ...  ^ 


*     *     *     *     *     *  # 
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